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suddenly infected with a wild desire to get at close quarters
with the enemy. With a tremendous cheer, they rushed
towards one of the batteries beneath the steep bank of the
river, and captured it at the bayonet-point from the French
gunners. Then, disregarding the fierce protests of their officers,
who, after vainly endeavouring to stop this irregular attack,
were forced to accompany their men, they made a dash for the
ridge upon which the French guns were stationed, and where
3,000 riflemen held their fire until the word of command.
When that word rang out a flash of fire ran along the line of
the ridge, and a deadly storm of shot swept through the ranks
of the Grenadiers. In the face of 100 cannon, and beneath
the sputtering hail from thousands of rifles, the British red-
coats fought their way up the slope, shouting exultantly, though
a heap of dead strewed their track. The black clouds above
them now burst into torrents of rain, and the roar of thunder
echoed the din of the guns. So blinding was the downpour
that the assailants and the enemy were hidden from each
other, and many of the Grenadiers, losing their foothold, rolled
down the slippery height. At last the mad fever of these sol-
diers passed, and they came back in sullen shame, leaving
their dead and wounded comrades to the mercy of the Indian
scalping-knives. This horror, however, was averted by the
78th Highlanders, who brought in the casualties in the teeth
of the storm without further loss, owing to the generosity of
the French, who held their fire.

It was a disastrous business, Nearly 450 men, of whom
thirty-three were officers, lost their lives in that fatal assault,
and Wolfe was forced to retke across the Montmorenci in the
deepest dejection. As they embarked, the French-Canadians
and Indian allies yelled derisively at the retreating army, but
the British soldiers waved their hats, and dared them to come
down and fight on level ground The following morning, with
cold, stern words Wolfe rebuked the Grenadiers for their
impetuous, irregular, and unsoldierlike proceeding, but he
generously exonerated all his officers from blame, and was